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In our annual newsletter last year, you 
read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
Coming Soon
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drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
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In our annual newsletter last year, you 
read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.
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Program News

DO SOMETHING CLASSY THIS SPRING. 
Reserve your spot today: www.lifelong.tcu.edu

April 25 & 27:
The Trinity River: It’s History and Evolution 

with Quentin McGown
Author-Historian-Probate Judge

Be on the lookout for a special summer session!

How lucky the Center is to have 
so many historians, geographers, 
preservationists, museum 

professionals and others who willingly 
give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
This year we began with an engaging look 
at the history of religion in Fort Worth 
from TCU lecturer, Dr. Lisa Barnett.  For 
African American History Month, former 
city councilman Frank Moss discussed the 
history of the Stop Six area and efforts 
to preserve it.  Moss is the manager of 
the Center for Stop Six Heritage, which 
is working with local students, teachers, 
and residents to record the history of the 
neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
several invitations to speak elsewhere.  In 
April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 

Local Life and Culture Featured in
2018 Speaker Series

museum founders selected buildings for 
the site and what happened to those left 
behind.  Dr. Benjamin Tillman, TCU 
professor, brought us a story of the land 
and settlement in North Texas which 
highlighted historical research tools from a 
geographer’s tool bag.

For Hispanic Heritage Month in 
September, Dr. Jerry Thompson, 
regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 

memories for many. Each December our 
partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.

Preserving Our Past lectures are 
held one Saturday a month from 
January to May and September 

to December at 10:30 AM in the Tandy 
Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!

Extended Education
Courses Weave Through History

financial support to hire an endowed chair in 
Texas history—the first endowed chair in the 
state of Texas dedicated to Texas history.  By 
April 2003 Bruce Winders offered our first 
Community History Workshop and within 
a year we were offering Teacher Education 
Workshops.  During the fall of 2003 Quentin 
McGown taught our first Extended Educa-
tion class on Fort Worth history.  Things 
happened very quickly with financial support 
coming from the Amon Carter Foundation, 
the Summerlee Foundation, and the Lowe 
Foundation.

Despite the fundraising, we did not have 
much help.  Mary raised money, and I 
implemented programming.  I spent many 

In summer 2019, make plans for 
a trip to San Antonio to see “The 
Art of Texas: 250 Years,” the most 

comprehensive survey of art by Texas 
artists or about Texas subjects attempted 
in at least thirty years. Mary Volcansek, 
along with art historians Ron Tyler and 
Michael Duty, conceived of the project 
which is a collaboration between the 
Witte Museum and the Center.  A fully 
illustrated catalog, featuring essays by 
thirteen scholars of Texas art, will be 
published by TCU Press to accompany 
the exhibition. 

This year we worked with our neighbors 
at the Alice Carlson Applied Learning 
Center to help with their Texas-themed 
Intercultural Festival.  LeAnna Schooley 
and Grace Backus manned a table at the 
event where they demonstrated items 
from a travelling trunk loaned by the 

Round Up 2018

How We Remember 
the Past...
Gene Allen Smith, Ph. D.

Dr. Mary Volcansek came to TCU 
during the summer of 2000 to be 
the new dean of AddRan College 

of Liberal Arts.  At that point in time I had 
been an associate professor for three years 
and was eyeing my avenue for securing pro-
motion to full professor.  I had just published 
two new books, taught for more than ten 
years, served as an advisor in the history de-
partment, and performed extensive academic 
service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
had been intrigued with the development of 
the university and its connection to the city 
and have always believed you should learn 
about your location.  Mary, having come 
from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
a Center for Texas Studies could be a worthy 
contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 

F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r
days fundraising, trying to articulate new 
programs, and bringing people together 
hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 
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the site and what happened to those left 
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professor, brought us a story of the land 
and settlement in North Texas which 
highlighted historical research tools from a 
geographer’s tool bag.

For Hispanic Heritage Month in 
September, Dr. Jerry Thompson, 
regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 

memories for many. Each December our 
partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.

Preserving Our Past lectures are 
held one Saturday a month from 
January to May and September 

to December at 10:30 AM in the Tandy 
Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!

Extended Education
Courses Weave Through History

financial support to hire an endowed chair in 
Texas history—the first endowed chair in the 
state of Texas dedicated to Texas history.  By 
April 2003 Bruce Winders offered our first 
Community History Workshop and within 
a year we were offering Teacher Education 
Workshops.  During the fall of 2003 Quentin 
McGown taught our first Extended Educa-
tion class on Fort Worth history.  Things 
happened very quickly with financial support 
coming from the Amon Carter Foundation, 
the Summerlee Foundation, and the Lowe 
Foundation.

Despite the fundraising, we did not have 
much help.  Mary raised money, and I 
implemented programming.  I spent many 

In summer 2019, make plans for 
a trip to San Antonio to see “The 
Art of Texas: 250 Years,” the most 

comprehensive survey of art by Texas 
artists or about Texas subjects attempted 
in at least thirty years. Mary Volcansek, 
along with art historians Ron Tyler and 
Michael Duty, conceived of the project 
which is a collaboration between the 
Witte Museum and the Center.  A fully 
illustrated catalog, featuring essays by 
thirteen scholars of Texas art, will be 
published by TCU Press to accompany 
the exhibition. 

This year we worked with our neighbors 
at the Alice Carlson Applied Learning 
Center to help with their Texas-themed 
Intercultural Festival.  LeAnna Schooley 
and Grace Backus manned a table at the 
event where they demonstrated items 
from a travelling trunk loaned by the 
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How We Remember 
the Past...
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Dr. Mary Volcansek came to TCU 
during the summer of 2000 to be 
the new dean of AddRan College 

of Liberal Arts.  At that point in time I had 
been an associate professor for three years 
and was eyeing my avenue for securing pro-
motion to full professor.  I had just published 
two new books, taught for more than ten 
years, served as an advisor in the history de-
partment, and performed extensive academic 
service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
had been intrigued with the development of 
the university and its connection to the city 
and have always believed you should learn 
about your location.  Mary, having come 
from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
a Center for Texas Studies could be a worthy 
contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 

F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r
days fundraising, trying to articulate new 
programs, and bringing people together 
hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 

Program News

DO SOMETHING CLASSY THIS SPRING. 
Reserve your spot today: www.lifelong.tcu.edu

April 25 & 27:
The Trinity River: It’s History and Evolution 

with Quentin McGown
Author-Historian-Probate Judge

Be on the lookout for a special summer session!

How lucky the Center is to have 
so many historians, geographers, 
preservationists, museum 

professionals and others who willingly 
give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
This year we began with an engaging look 
at the history of religion in Fort Worth 
from TCU lecturer, Dr. Lisa Barnett.  For 
African American History Month, former 
city councilman Frank Moss discussed the 
history of the Stop Six area and efforts 
to preserve it.  Moss is the manager of 
the Center for Stop Six Heritage, which 
is working with local students, teachers, 
and residents to record the history of the 
neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
several invitations to speak elsewhere.  In 
April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 
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border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 
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complete schedule of upcoming events, 
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the many religious groups across the Lone 
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They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
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the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
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centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
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for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 

Program News
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April 25 & 27:
The Trinity River: It’s History and Evolution 

with Quentin McGown
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Be on the lookout for a special summer session!

How lucky the Center is to have 
so many historians, geographers, 
preservationists, museum 

professionals and others who willingly 
give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
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Local Life and Culture Featured in
2018 Speaker Series
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Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
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Extended Education
Courses Weave Through History
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the Past...
Gene Allen Smith, Ph. D.
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motion to full professor.  I had just published 
two new books, taught for more than ten 
years, served as an advisor in the history de-
partment, and performed extensive academic 
service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
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museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  
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In our annual newsletter last year, you 
read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
Coming Soon
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Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
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read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
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I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
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visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
Coming Soon

Physical Address: Suite 130, Reed Hall | Mailing Address: TCU Box 297021 | Fort Worth, TX 76129 
Phone: 817-257-6896 | www.texasstudies.org 

Center for Texas Studies
TCU Box 297021
Fort Worth, TX 76129

Center for Texas Studies

THE CENTER FOR TEXAS 
STUDIES STAFF

Executive Director
LeAnna Schooley, Ph.D.

Director
Gene Allen Smith, Ph.D.

Texas Biography Series Editor
Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.

Graduate Assistant
KayLeigh Nava

Intern
Grace Backus

Texas
Transitions
LeAnna Schooley, Ph.D.

In our annual newsletter last year, you 
read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
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who either have no biography or no 
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Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
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sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
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Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
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tourists in the state and what drew them to 
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drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
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As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
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Program News

DO SOMETHING CLASSY THIS SPRING. 
Reserve your spot today: www.lifelong.tcu.edu

April 25 & 27:
The Trinity River: It’s History and Evolution 

with Quentin McGown
Author-Historian-Probate Judge

Be on the lookout for a special summer session!

How lucky the Center is to have 
so many historians, geographers, 
preservationists, museum 

professionals and others who willingly 
give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
This year we began with an engaging look 
at the history of religion in Fort Worth 
from TCU lecturer, Dr. Lisa Barnett.  For 
African American History Month, former 
city councilman Frank Moss discussed the 
history of the Stop Six area and efforts 
to preserve it.  Moss is the manager of 
the Center for Stop Six Heritage, which 
is working with local students, teachers, 
and residents to record the history of the 
neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
several invitations to speak elsewhere.  In 
April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 

Local Life and Culture Featured in
2018 Speaker Series

museum founders selected buildings for 
the site and what happened to those left 
behind.  Dr. Benjamin Tillman, TCU 
professor, brought us a story of the land 
and settlement in North Texas which 
highlighted historical research tools from a 
geographer’s tool bag.

For Hispanic Heritage Month in 
September, Dr. Jerry Thompson, 
regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 

memories for many. Each December our 
partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.

Preserving Our Past lectures are 
held one Saturday a month from 
January to May and September 

to December at 10:30 AM in the Tandy 
Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!

Extended Education
Courses Weave Through History

financial support to hire an endowed chair in 
Texas history—the first endowed chair in the 
state of Texas dedicated to Texas history.  By 
April 2003 Bruce Winders offered our first 
Community History Workshop and within 
a year we were offering Teacher Education 
Workshops.  During the fall of 2003 Quentin 
McGown taught our first Extended Educa-
tion class on Fort Worth history.  Things 
happened very quickly with financial support 
coming from the Amon Carter Foundation, 
the Summerlee Foundation, and the Lowe 
Foundation.

Despite the fundraising, we did not have 
much help.  Mary raised money, and I 
implemented programming.  I spent many 

In summer 2019, make plans for 
a trip to San Antonio to see “The 
Art of Texas: 250 Years,” the most 

comprehensive survey of art by Texas 
artists or about Texas subjects attempted 
in at least thirty years. Mary Volcansek, 
along with art historians Ron Tyler and 
Michael Duty, conceived of the project 
which is a collaboration between the 
Witte Museum and the Center.  A fully 
illustrated catalog, featuring essays by 
thirteen scholars of Texas art, will be 
published by TCU Press to accompany 
the exhibition. 

This year we worked with our neighbors 
at the Alice Carlson Applied Learning 
Center to help with their Texas-themed 
Intercultural Festival.  LeAnna Schooley 
and Grace Backus manned a table at the 
event where they demonstrated items 
from a travelling trunk loaned by the 

Round Up 2018

How We Remember 
the Past...
Gene Allen Smith, Ph. D.

Dr. Mary Volcansek came to TCU 
during the summer of 2000 to be 
the new dean of AddRan College 

of Liberal Arts.  At that point in time I had 
been an associate professor for three years 
and was eyeing my avenue for securing pro-
motion to full professor.  I had just published 
two new books, taught for more than ten 
years, served as an advisor in the history de-
partment, and performed extensive academic 
service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
had been intrigued with the development of 
the university and its connection to the city 
and have always believed you should learn 
about your location.  Mary, having come 
from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
a Center for Texas Studies could be a worthy 
contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 

F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r
days fundraising, trying to articulate new 
programs, and bringing people together 
hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 
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the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
had been intrigued with the development of 
the university and its connection to the city 
and have always believed you should learn 
about your location.  Mary, having come 
from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
a Center for Texas Studies could be a worthy 
contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 

F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r
days fundraising, trying to articulate new 
programs, and bringing people together 
hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 

Program News

DO SOMETHING CLASSY THIS SPRING. 
Reserve your spot today: www.lifelong.tcu.edu

April 25 & 27:
The Trinity River: It’s History and Evolution 

with Quentin McGown
Author-Historian-Probate Judge

Be on the lookout for a special summer session!

How lucky the Center is to have 
so many historians, geographers, 
preservationists, museum 

professionals and others who willingly 
give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
This year we began with an engaging look 
at the history of religion in Fort Worth 
from TCU lecturer, Dr. Lisa Barnett.  For 
African American History Month, former 
city councilman Frank Moss discussed the 
history of the Stop Six area and efforts 
to preserve it.  Moss is the manager of 
the Center for Stop Six Heritage, which 
is working with local students, teachers, 
and residents to record the history of the 
neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
several invitations to speak elsewhere.  In 
April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 

Local Life and Culture Featured in
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museum founders selected buildings for 
the site and what happened to those left 
behind.  Dr. Benjamin Tillman, TCU 
professor, brought us a story of the land 
and settlement in North Texas which 
highlighted historical research tools from a 
geographer’s tool bag.

For Hispanic Heritage Month in 
September, Dr. Jerry Thompson, 
regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 

memories for many. Each December our 
partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.

Preserving Our Past lectures are 
held one Saturday a month from 
January to May and September 

to December at 10:30 AM in the Tandy 
Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!

Extended Education
Courses Weave Through History

financial support to hire an endowed chair in 
Texas history—the first endowed chair in the 
state of Texas dedicated to Texas history.  By 
April 2003 Bruce Winders offered our first 
Community History Workshop and within 
a year we were offering Teacher Education 
Workshops.  During the fall of 2003 Quentin 
McGown taught our first Extended Educa-
tion class on Fort Worth history.  Things 
happened very quickly with financial support 
coming from the Amon Carter Foundation, 
the Summerlee Foundation, and the Lowe 
Foundation.

Despite the fundraising, we did not have 
much help.  Mary raised money, and I 
implemented programming.  I spent many 

In summer 2019, make plans for 
a trip to San Antonio to see “The 
Art of Texas: 250 Years,” the most 

comprehensive survey of art by Texas 
artists or about Texas subjects attempted 
in at least thirty years. Mary Volcansek, 
along with art historians Ron Tyler and 
Michael Duty, conceived of the project 
which is a collaboration between the 
Witte Museum and the Center.  A fully 
illustrated catalog, featuring essays by 
thirteen scholars of Texas art, will be 
published by TCU Press to accompany 
the exhibition. 

This year we worked with our neighbors 
at the Alice Carlson Applied Learning 
Center to help with their Texas-themed 
Intercultural Festival.  LeAnna Schooley 
and Grace Backus manned a table at the 
event where they demonstrated items 
from a travelling trunk loaned by the 
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development promoting history.
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floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
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fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
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from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
a Center for Texas Studies could be a worthy 
contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 
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hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 
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give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
This year we began with an engaging look 
at the history of religion in Fort Worth 
from TCU lecturer, Dr. Lisa Barnett.  For 
African American History Month, former 
city councilman Frank Moss discussed the 
history of the Stop Six area and efforts 
to preserve it.  Moss is the manager of 
the Center for Stop Six Heritage, which 
is working with local students, teachers, 
and residents to record the history of the 
neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
several invitations to speak elsewhere.  In 
April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 
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museum founders selected buildings for 
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behind.  Dr. Benjamin Tillman, TCU 
professor, brought us a story of the land 
and settlement in North Texas which 
highlighted historical research tools from a 
geographer’s tool bag.

For Hispanic Heritage Month in 
September, Dr. Jerry Thompson, 
regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 
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partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.
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Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!
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Workshops.  During the fall of 2003 Quentin 
McGown taught our first Extended Educa-
tion class on Fort Worth history.  Things 
happened very quickly with financial support 
coming from the Amon Carter Foundation, 
the Summerlee Foundation, and the Lowe 
Foundation.

Despite the fundraising, we did not have 
much help.  Mary raised money, and I 
implemented programming.  I spent many 

In summer 2019, make plans for 
a trip to San Antonio to see “The 
Art of Texas: 250 Years,” the most 

comprehensive survey of art by Texas 
artists or about Texas subjects attempted 
in at least thirty years. Mary Volcansek, 
along with art historians Ron Tyler and 
Michael Duty, conceived of the project 
which is a collaboration between the 
Witte Museum and the Center.  A fully 
illustrated catalog, featuring essays by 
thirteen scholars of Texas art, will be 
published by TCU Press to accompany 
the exhibition. 

This year we worked with our neighbors 
at the Alice Carlson Applied Learning 
Center to help with their Texas-themed 
Intercultural Festival.  LeAnna Schooley 
and Grace Backus manned a table at the 
event where they demonstrated items 
from a travelling trunk loaned by the 
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two new books, taught for more than ten 
years, served as an advisor in the history de-
partment, and performed extensive academic 
service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
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and have always believed you should learn 
about your location.  Mary, having come 
from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
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contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 
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days fundraising, trying to articulate new 
programs, and bringing people together 
hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
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How lucky the Center is to have 
so many historians, geographers, 
preservationists, museum 

professionals and others who willingly 
give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
This year we began with an engaging look 
at the history of religion in Fort Worth 
from TCU lecturer, Dr. Lisa Barnett.  For 
African American History Month, former 
city councilman Frank Moss discussed the 
history of the Stop Six area and efforts 
to preserve it.  Moss is the manager of 
the Center for Stop Six Heritage, which 
is working with local students, teachers, 
and residents to record the history of the 
neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
several invitations to speak elsewhere.  In 
April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 
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museum founders selected buildings for 
the site and what happened to those left 
behind.  Dr. Benjamin Tillman, TCU 
professor, brought us a story of the land 
and settlement in North Texas which 
highlighted historical research tools from a 
geographer’s tool bag.

For Hispanic Heritage Month in 
September, Dr. Jerry Thompson, 
regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 

memories for many. Each December our 
partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.

Preserving Our Past lectures are 
held one Saturday a month from 
January to May and September 

to December at 10:30 AM in the Tandy 
Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!

Extended Education
Courses Weave Through History

financial support to hire an endowed chair in 
Texas history—the first endowed chair in the 
state of Texas dedicated to Texas history.  By 
April 2003 Bruce Winders offered our first 
Community History Workshop and within 
a year we were offering Teacher Education 
Workshops.  During the fall of 2003 Quentin 
McGown taught our first Extended Educa-
tion class on Fort Worth history.  Things 
happened very quickly with financial support 
coming from the Amon Carter Foundation, 
the Summerlee Foundation, and the Lowe 
Foundation.

Despite the fundraising, we did not have 
much help.  Mary raised money, and I 
implemented programming.  I spent many 

In summer 2019, make plans for 
a trip to San Antonio to see “The 
Art of Texas: 250 Years,” the most 

comprehensive survey of art by Texas 
artists or about Texas subjects attempted 
in at least thirty years. Mary Volcansek, 
along with art historians Ron Tyler and 
Michael Duty, conceived of the project 
which is a collaboration between the 
Witte Museum and the Center.  A fully 
illustrated catalog, featuring essays by 
thirteen scholars of Texas art, will be 
published by TCU Press to accompany 
the exhibition. 

This year we worked with our neighbors 
at the Alice Carlson Applied Learning 
Center to help with their Texas-themed 
Intercultural Festival.  LeAnna Schooley 
and Grace Backus manned a table at the 
event where they demonstrated items 
from a travelling trunk loaned by the 
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How We Remember 
the Past...
Gene Allen Smith, Ph. D.

Dr. Mary Volcansek came to TCU 
during the summer of 2000 to be 
the new dean of AddRan College 

of Liberal Arts.  At that point in time I had 
been an associate professor for three years 
and was eyeing my avenue for securing pro-
motion to full professor.  I had just published 
two new books, taught for more than ten 
years, served as an advisor in the history de-
partment, and performed extensive academic 
service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
had been intrigued with the development of 
the university and its connection to the city 
and have always believed you should learn 
about your location.  Mary, having come 
from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
a Center for Texas Studies could be a worthy 
contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 

F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r
days fundraising, trying to articulate new 
programs, and bringing people together 
hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 

Program News

DO SOMETHING CLASSY THIS SPRING. 
Reserve your spot today: www.lifelong.tcu.edu

April 25 & 27:
The Trinity River: It’s History and Evolution 

with Quentin McGown
Author-Historian-Probate Judge

Be on the lookout for a special summer session!

How lucky the Center is to have 
so many historians, geographers, 
preservationists, museum 

professionals and others who willingly 
give up their Saturday mornings to share 
their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
Community History Workshop Series. 
This year we began with an engaging look 
at the history of religion in Fort Worth 
from TCU lecturer, Dr. Lisa Barnett.  For 
African American History Month, former 
city councilman Frank Moss discussed the 
history of the Stop Six area and efforts 
to preserve it.  Moss is the manager of 
the Center for Stop Six Heritage, which 
is working with local students, teachers, 
and residents to record the history of the 
neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
several invitations to speak elsewhere.  In 
April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 

Local Life and Culture Featured in
2018 Speaker Series

museum founders selected buildings for 
the site and what happened to those left 
behind.  Dr. Benjamin Tillman, TCU 
professor, brought us a story of the land 
and settlement in North Texas which 
highlighted historical research tools from a 
geographer’s tool bag.

For Hispanic Heritage Month in 
September, Dr. Jerry Thompson, 
regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 

memories for many. Each December our 
partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.

Preserving Our Past lectures are 
held one Saturday a month from 
January to May and September 

to December at 10:30 AM in the Tandy 
Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
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Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
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Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!
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regent’s professor of history from 

A & M International University in Laredo, 
was our special guest.  He discussed the life 
and times of Santos Benavides, Confederate 
officer, civic leader, and politician of the 
border region.  Afterward, he signed copies 
of his recent award-winning book on 
Benavides for the Center’s Texas Biography 
Series.  Historian, preservation consultant, 
and author Susan Allen Kline spoke on 
what seemed to be an October-appropriate 
topic—Historic Oakwood Cemetery.  She 
explained the long and diverse story of the 
burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
2018.  For the foodies in our audience, 
writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 

memories for many. Each December our 
partners at the library introduce projects 
of their own that share the Center’s goal 
to protect the state’s distinctive past.  This 
year senior librarian Rene Gomez explained 
“How Bridges Shaped Fort Worth 
History.” Though most of us take them for 
granted, bridges were key to building the 
city into the thriving metropolis it is today.

Preserving Our Past lectures are 
held one Saturday a month from 
January to May and September 

to December at 10:30 AM in the Tandy 
Lecture Hall at the Fort Worth Public 
Library.  They are offered thanks to the 
generosity of the Summerlee Foundation 
and the Sommerfield G. Roberts 
Foundation.  Admission is free. For a 
complete schedule of upcoming events, 
visit www.texasstudies.org or like us on 
Facebook.

Through TCU’s Extended Education 
program, the Center for Texas 
Studies offers short courses that 

illuminate important segments of Texas 
history and culture.  In February, TCU 
history lecturer and ordained minister Dr. 
Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
www.lifelong.tcu.edu/!

Extended Education
Courses Weave Through History

financial support to hire an endowed chair in 
Texas history—the first endowed chair in the 
state of Texas dedicated to Texas history.  By 
April 2003 Bruce Winders offered our first 
Community History Workshop and within 
a year we were offering Teacher Education 
Workshops.  During the fall of 2003 Quentin 
McGown taught our first Extended Educa-
tion class on Fort Worth history.  Things 
happened very quickly with financial support 
coming from the Amon Carter Foundation, 
the Summerlee Foundation, and the Lowe 
Foundation.

Despite the fundraising, we did not have 
much help.  Mary raised money, and I 
implemented programming.  I spent many 

In summer 2019, make plans for 
a trip to San Antonio to see “The 
Art of Texas: 250 Years,” the most 

comprehensive survey of art by Texas 
artists or about Texas subjects attempted 
in at least thirty years. Mary Volcansek, 
along with art historians Ron Tyler and 
Michael Duty, conceived of the project 
which is a collaboration between the 
Witte Museum and the Center.  A fully 
illustrated catalog, featuring essays by 
thirteen scholars of Texas art, will be 
published by TCU Press to accompany 
the exhibition. 

This year we worked with our neighbors 
at the Alice Carlson Applied Learning 
Center to help with their Texas-themed 
Intercultural Festival.  LeAnna Schooley 
and Grace Backus manned a table at the 
event where they demonstrated items 
from a travelling trunk loaned by the 
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How We Remember 
the Past...
Gene Allen Smith, Ph. D.

Dr. Mary Volcansek came to TCU 
during the summer of 2000 to be 
the new dean of AddRan College 

of Liberal Arts.  At that point in time I had 
been an associate professor for three years 
and was eyeing my avenue for securing pro-
motion to full professor.  I had just published 
two new books, taught for more than ten 
years, served as an advisor in the history de-
partment, and performed extensive academic 
service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
floor of Reed Hall, I saw Mary almost every 
day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
fice.  We talked and shared stories of TCU’s 
and Fort Worth’s history and development.  I 
had been intrigued with the development of 
the university and its connection to the city 
and have always believed you should learn 
about your location.  Mary, having come 
from a state university in Florida, believed 
that TCU and AddRan College needed to 
do more service for the community.  She en-
couraged faculty to bring her ideas that could 
promote AddRan’s name and image in the 
community.  I initially suggested a Center for 
Texas and the World.  Needless to say, as the 
United States had a Texas president who had 
taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
we decided perhaps that was not a good idea.  
We discussed several other possibilities and 
by late 2002 had come to the conclusion that 
a Center for Texas Studies could be a worthy 
contribution.

We immediately began promoting the idea 
and gained considerable support for our 
efforts.  Cowboy poet Red Steagall recorded 
a catchy slogan for us that appeared on our 
website:  “The Center for Texas Studies 
Celebrating All That Makes Texas Distinc-
tive.”  In hindsight, it seems that I gave 
presentations to alumni groups all across 
Texas and then suddenly we secured the 

F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r
days fundraising, trying to articulate new 
programs, and bringing people together 
hopefully for a greater good.  Among those 
early connections were Bob Maberry, a TCU 
history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
tion of Texas flags for the Museum of Fine 
Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  

Mary was a consummate spokesperson for 
the Center.  Since her time as dean, the 
Center always remained at the forefront of 
her thoughts.  She raised money, created 
good will, and supported our endeavors to 
promote the Center.  I will certainly miss her 
firm guidance and good cheer.   Even with 
Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
good hands with new Executive Director Dr. 
LeAnna Schooley.  Mary, you will be missed 
not just because of my memory!

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 
History for the occasion.  Adults and 
children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
toys, tools, and clothing.

The Center joined forces with multiple 
organizations to bring Dr. James H. 
Broussard, Professor of History and Di-
rector of the Center for Political Science 
at Lebanon Valley College, to campus.  
In “Cracking the Solid South, 1961:  
John Tower’s Election to the Senate,” 
Broussard discussed Tower’s success-
ful bid to become the first Republican 
from Texas to win a seat in the Senate in 
almost a century and its impact on Texas 
politics today. 

Program News

DO SOMETHING CLASSY THIS SPRING. 
Reserve your spot today: www.lifelong.tcu.edu

April 25 & 27:
The Trinity River: It’s History and Evolution 

with Quentin McGown
Author-Historian-Probate Judge

Be on the lookout for a special summer session!
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professionals and others who willingly 
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their expertise in our Preserving Our Past 
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This year we began with an engaging look 
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is working with local students, teachers, 
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neighborhood.  Switching gears completely, 
TCU PhD candidate Jessica Webb brought 
us an intriguing program on prostitution in 
Hell’s Half Acre based on her dissertation 
topic.  The lecture, scheduled for Women’s 
History Month, was the most well-attended 
on record with a standing room only crowd 
of roughly 175 folks and garnered Webb 
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April, we learned lessons in preservation 
from Dr. Evelyn Montgomery of Dallas 
Heritage Village who explained how 
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burials and the site itself which she learned 
as part of her research for a successful 
National Register District nomination in 
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writer Celestina Blok took us on a tour of 
lost restaurants of Fort Worth based on her 
book by the same name, bringing back fond 
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of their own that share the Center’s goal 
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complete schedule of upcoming events, 
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Lisa Barnett offered a new three-night 
course titled, “Blessed be the Ties that Bind: 
The Religious History of Texas.”  Barnett 
and her students explored the growth of 
the many religious groups across the Lone 
Star State and their shifting ideologies.  
They threaded their way through time 
beginning with early Spanish missions and 
covering the arrival and growth of diverse 
faiths over hundreds of years. Along the 
way Barnett introduced some of the famous 
and infamous characters of Texas religious 
history, such as Baptist minister J. Frank 
Norris whose story was of great interest to 
attendees.  

In April, Quentin McGown wowed another 
bus full of eager lifelong learners with his 
course and tour of Fort Worth architecture 
from the founding of the city to World War 
II.  The first stop was a visit to the Van Zan-
dt Cottage.  Once the home of businessman 
and civic leader Major K. M. Van Zandt, it 
was built in the mid-1800s and is the oldest 

home on its original foundation in 
the city. Other stops included the 
1908 Cowtown Coliseum in the 
stockyards and Traders Oak, site 
of one of the first trading posts in 
North Texas.  Known for planning 
a special surprise, this year Quentin 
arranged for guests to have their 
picnic lunch at the recently reno-
vated 1884 Garvey House which 
now serves as the leasing office for 
the new apartment community, the 
Kelley at Samuels Avenue.  
Looking ahead to spring, our next 
tour will explore the history and 
evolution of the Trinity River and its 
role in the development of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. As the river becomes the 
centerpiece of the North Texas flood, recre-
ation, and greenbelt preservation planning 
efforts, Quentin will offer a historical per-
spective on how we have used, and occasion-
ally abused the Rio de la Santisima Trinidad, 
and what the future holds for our precious 
waterway.  We guarantee that newcomers 
and natives alike will learn fascinating new 
details in this evening class and Saturday 
motorcoach excursion.

Remember to make your reservations early 
for upcoming 2019 spring courses at http://
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service.  People told me that I had taken 
the appropriate steps for an administrative 
career.  Even though my plate was full, I 
wanted to find new avenues of professional 
development promoting history.

Having an office on what was then the first 
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day as she walked to the nearby Dean’s of-
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about your location.  Mary, having come 
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taken a questionable war to the Middle East, 
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We discussed several other possibilities and 
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history Ph.D., who had assembled a collec-
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Arts Houston, and artist Deran Wright, who 
had just completed a bronze sleeping panther 
for display in downtown Fort Worth.  What 
resulted from these two meetings was a trav-
eling exhibition of Texas flags that toured 
museums across Texas and coloring book im-
ages featuring Texas history for school-aged 
children.  The Flags tour began in 2008 and 
the coloring book should appear soon.  
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Mary stepping away, the Center remains in 
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children alike enjoyed experimenting 
with the reproduction nineteenth century 
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In our annual newsletter last year, you 
read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
Coming Soon
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In our annual newsletter last year, you 
read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series
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back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
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about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 
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Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
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Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
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Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
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Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
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community cultural and educational opportu-
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to the Big Bend area. 
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my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
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In our annual newsletter last year, you 
read Dr. Mary Volcansek’s retirement 
announcement. Her stirring message 

about her unmitigated 
pride in being Texan and 
her special feelings about 
her role in establishing 
the Center for Texas 
Studies moved me as 
I’m sure it did all of 
you. Having worked with her as Assistant 
Director to accomplish the goals of the 
Center over the last six years, I can attest 
that she spoke the truth. Her devotion to 
the promotion and preservation of Texas 
history and culture has shown through in 
every exhibit organized, program planned, 
workshop offered and book published 
by the Center since it was created more 
than fifteen years ago. Her most lasting 
contribution may have been one of her final 
accomplishments. 

Today, I write to you as the first full-
time Executive Director of the Center. 
This new position would not exist 

were it not for Mary’s determination and the 
unwavering support of AddRan Dean Andy 
Schoolmaster and Provost Nowell Donovan. 
Together, they prepared a stable foundation 
for the Center for Texas Studies at TCU to 
grow. It’s unlikely that I would be the one 
filling this role were it not for Center Director 
Gene Smith who recruited me to join the staff 
back in 2012. At the time, I had decided to go 

The Texas Biography Series, a joint 
project of the Center for Texas 
Studies at TCU and the TCU 

Press, continues to pursue its mission 
of publishing cutting-edge scholarly 
biographies of historical Texas figures 
who either have no biography or no 
quality modern biography. 

Last year we published the latest title 
in the Series:  Tejano Tiger: José de la 
Santos Benavides and the Texas-Mexico 
Borderlands, 1823-1891, by Jerry Don 
Thompson. Benavides was the highest-
ranking Mexican American Confederate 
officer and an important figure in South 
Texas politics for several decades. Tejano 
Tiger has won two awards to date: Texas 
Institute of Letters’ Ramirez Family 
Award for the Most Significant Schol-
arly Book and the Tejano Genealogy 
Society of Austin’s Tejano Book Award. 
Our congratulations go to Professor 
Thompson, who is the regents’ professor 
at Texas A&M International University 
and a former president of the Texas State 
Historical Association.

We are also happy to announce that the 
next title in the series is completed and is 
currently in the editorial process. Profes-
sor Carl Moneyhon of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, will become the 
first multi-title author in the Biography 
Series with his book George T. Ruby, 

Texas Senator, and the Politics of Equal 
Rights. Ruby was a Freedmen’s Bureau 
agent and president of the Union League 
before becoming arguably the most 
influential African American politician 
and one of the most prominent promot-
ers of black civil rights of the nineteenth 
century in Texas. Moneyhon’s previous 
book in the Series was his fine biography 
of Reconstruction governor Edmund J. 
Davis.

The first several titles in the Series have 
been underwritten by a generous grant 
from the Houston Endowment.  In 2011, 
the Center received an additional grant 
from the Carl and Florence E. King 
Foundation and the Summerlee Founda-
tion, ensuring that the Series will con-
tinue into the future. I am in conversation 
with several other potential authors and 
am always on the lookout for scholars 
with interesting projects.  If you, or some-
one you know, is working on a biography 
that would be appropriate for our series, 
please drop me a line at g.cantrell@tcu.
edu, and I will be happy to send you a 
copy of our Author’s Guidelines and 
discuss your project with you.

Gregg Cantrell, Ph.D.  
Editor, Texas Biographer Series

 

F a l l  2 0 1 8  N e w s l e t t e r  • Vo l u m e 12  /   Is s u e 1

F r o m  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 2143

Fort Worth TX 76129

Center for Texas Studies at TCU

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/CenterforTexasStudi-

back to school to pursue someting I’d always 
wanted: a Ph.D. in history. 

Though I hope my fellow TCU alumni won’t 
hold it against me, I got my bachelor’s degree 
in museum studies and history at Baylor 
University. After graduation, I moved further 
down Interstate 35 where I received a mas-
ter’s degree in architectural studies from the 
University of Texas. I planned to work for a 
“few years” before starting another degree, 
but we all know how that usually turns out.

First, I spent six years managing the fort 
and local history museums in Fort Stockton, 
Texas. I quickly fell in love with the desert, 
the people, and the adobe officers’ quarters at 
the Indian Wars era fort that I called home. 
Working with local officials, we preserved an 
important piece of history and gave our local 
community cultural and educational opportu-
nities that were otherwise hard to come by in 
those wide-open spaces. Even when I moved 
back to Austin to become Military Sites 
Coordinator at the Texas Historical Com-
mission (THC), West Texas stayed with me.  
Scarcely a year goes by that I don’t trek back 
to the Big Bend area. 

After only a short time at the THC, the W. 
K. Gordon Center for Industrial History of 
Texas, located about seventy miles west of 
Fort Worth at Thurber, beckoned. When I 
arrived as facilities manager and curator in 
2002, the Center was new and offered the 
exciting prospect of deciding how to tell the 
story of the abandoned company town from 
day one. The best part of my nine years in 
Thurber, however, was the time spent talking 
with descendants of the coal miners and brick 
makers who once toiled there and caring 

for the personal mementos they entrusted to 
us.  Did you know that you drive on Thurber 
paving brick anytime you cruise down Camp 
Bowie, through downtown Fort Worth, or into 
the stockyards?

It was from the Gordon Center that I came to 
the Center for Texas Studies. Here, I stepped 
back into a part-time position while I completed 
my PhD under Gregg Cantrell, the Erma and 
Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History. Because of 
my background in public history and heritage 
tourism, I wrote a dissertation on “Sightseeing 
in Texas, 1836-1916,” which studied the first 
tourists in the state and what drew them to 
sites of historic, cultural, scenic, and innovative 
interest long before the days of the automobile. 
It might surprise you to know that the Alamo 
drew its first curious sightseers almost immedi-
ately after the battle ended.

As of September 1, 2018, I turned my full atten-
tion to the past, present, and most importantly 
the future of the Center for Texas Studies. With 
the dedicated assistance of second-year intern 
Grace Backus, we are organizing our paper and 
digital documents into an institutional archive 
that will preserve our own history just as we 
encourage others to do. Presently, I can assure 
you that there will be no disruption in the 
high-quality learning opportunities our friends 
and fans appreciate.  In the future, not only 
can you count on there being new exhibits to 
visit, programs to attend and books to read, but 
also we’ll be finding new ways to share Texas 
stories with you and to celebrate all that makes 
it unique.

Senator George Ruby Biography
Coming Soon
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